Outdoor / Environmental Education at Good Tidings - - For All Schools !
By RC Borman, Executive Director
       
   I was in a fabulous Christian Academy and Preparatory School the other day with Mrs. B.  We were amazed at what this church was doing in the way of competitive academic and sports programming.  Truly, these young people were positioning themselves for victory and future successes as they attended  grades pre-K through high school at their dynamic Christian school.  What a preparation for the future for these young people!   Among other things, I was impressed with the professionalism displayed throughout the school.  Soon we hope to be meeting with the principal of the school to discuss Environmental and Outdoor Education at Good Tidings and their school’s possible involvement.  
          The basic premise behind Outdoor Education is the belief that anything can be taught better, and learning made more fun, in the outdoors.  We believe that.  At Good Tidings the Christian schools that have brought their students here have a B-L-A-S-T !   We like that and we agree….  Outdoor Ed is the best ! ! ! 
          In this issue you will read about our new director for the Good Tidings Outdoor/Environmental  Education Center.  I am excited that Rose Schleupen has chosen to join our team here.  These are exciting days to be involved in education in both Christian and public schools.  As we continue our Outdoor Education emphasis today, we look towards the future and the challenges presented in Environmental Education.  We desire to be good stewards of the wonderful creation around us (Romans 8).   We also believe that the students of public and Christian schools deserve the very best training possible in this age that is so concerned about the environment.  We therefore plan on offering the very best in Environmental Education for those educators who choose to utilize our facility here on the mountain.  Environmental education is different from Outdoor Education.  We want to offer both to any schools that might choose to utilize our facility.  This includes the public schools too.  We desire to be a powerful witness to the public schools as our facility continues to grow and to prosper.  You are invited to join us.  Whatever your educational background, we could use your help.
          Wind power, solar power, and utilizing alternative sources of fuels for heat and power are an important part of Environmental Education today. From elementary classes, through middle school and high school too, Environmental Education is a critical part of the educational process.   We have come far from the days when simply focusing on acid rain in our Environmental Education programs was adequate training.  In days gone by, it was difficult to find an Environmental Education Center that had Christian core values and beliefs.  You will look far and wide today in order to find a Christian facility that is doing state of the art Environmental training for public schools.   Today we want Good Tidings to be an example to the Christian camping “industry” that we can do more and be better witnesses than what has been demonstrated in the past.  While we will continue to serve our friends and colleagues in Christian School education, we also desire to serve public schools in our Outdoor and Environmental Education Center.   If you would like to get involved, or know of other persons that might be interested, then please let us know.                                                        					
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