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GOOD TIDINGS OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTER

SESSION TITLE:
FOLIAGE COMPARISONS

SUBJECT:  LANGUAGE  ARTS

GRADE:   6

OBJECTIVES:


At the end of this session, the students will be able to express in writing, the comparisons of different leaves, broad-to-needle shaped.

_______

          Express to session participants that it is not necessary to know the names of the trees or plants to do this activity.  The class is doing this to learn how to express differences within and and between natural objects and perhaps to speculate about those differences.  Explain to students that we will be walking along a “Study Trail” and seeking to learn more about the Created Order (Romans 8.)
      Observe and feel different types of trees and their foliage along the study trail.  

     Imagine yourself as a broad leaf or a pine needle.  On paper, write a short paragraph as to how you feel being that object here on the Good Tidings mountainside.  Then write another short paragraph about how you feel towards the tree from which you grow.  How do you look to another leaf?

     Write a short paragraph as to “Why do you think that God gave me parents?”

     Conclude with a short discussion regarding, “What value is there in differences?”

-and-

Why are my parents special?

_____________
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GOOD TIDINGS OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTER

SESSION TITLE:
MY  LIFE  AS  A  …

SUBJECT:  LANGUAGE  ARTS

GRADE:   5

OBJECTIVES:


This activity will provide students an opportunity of closely observing and thinking about an object of their choice  in its natural surroundings.

______

1. As a fun introduction, lead a discussion about how your life might be as a frog.

2. Take students in the out-of-doors and have them sit and observe an object of nature for at least three minutes.  This object can be a tree, a leaf, a rock, ants, a bug, etc.

3. After the class has observed their object, have the students write a story describing a typical day in the life of their object.  You can help by interjecting some fun and also meaningful ideas for their story.

4. When all students have finished their stories, have them gather in a circle and read their stories to the group.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER AS EACH STUDENT CONCLUDES THEIR READING:

· How does the object fit into their “neighborhood” in the creation?

· Why do you think that God allows so much diversity in the animal kingdom?

· Why do you think that God allows so much diversity in the various races and languages of the earth?

· Do all races of people all around the earth have anything in common?  What?

Conclude with a John 3:16 reading and a short application of this scripture to the uniqueness and diversity of mankind.

_____
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