
GUIDELINES FOR ARRIVAL

1. There is one (1) entrance to Good Tidings.  

2. Parking is available in lots at Good Tidings.  One leader should come into the main desk to notify staff of arrival.  As soon as an outdoor school staff person arrives, the next steps can be taken.

3. Plan to arrive in the morning to provide time to unload if possible.  Arrival time can be flexible, but lunch is served promptly at 12:15 if you are scheduled to eat in our dining room.  Prior to lunch a Meal Orientation is scheduled between 12:00 – 12:15.

4. Programming is usually not provided for resident program schools on the arrival morning, except for day-trip groups who have 1 or 2 morning activity periods.  This is our staff preparation time and other schools may be in session when you arrive.  Be prepared to organize some group activities.  Suggested activities could be:

· Walking around facilities

· Playing volleyball, soccer or basketball (we have equipment)

· Playing favorite school yard games (we have large grassy areas)

5. Programming usually begins with the 1:30 GTOE orientation on arrival day.  This should allow you adequate time to settle in, review rules of conduct or establish routines.  Again, some flexibility is needed should you arrive late.  We like to begin your activities around 2:00 p.m. at the very latest.

6. If you have a vehicle breakdown or for some other reason will be later than planned, please call our office (518) 239-4178 so that we can make adjustments to our scheduling also.  We especially need your phone call if you will not be arriving for a planned lunch.  Our kitchen can make minor adjustments to accommodate emergencies.

7. If you are “brown-bagging” your lunch and weather permits, the group may eat on the north lawn where picnic tables are available.  A place for eating indoors is also available.

8. IMPORTANT! PLEASE NOTE . . .    Plan your transportation so that you have a vehicle remaining with your group throughout your resident program.  This is especially important if your school is lodging at the Wilderness Camp area in the event of emergency or special needs.  Also, transportation between the Wilderness Camp and the Retreat Center area are needed during rainy weather.
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