
GUIDELINES FOR STUDENT PREPARATION FOR THE OUTDOOR LEARNING EXPERIENCE


Carefully plan and prepare with students prior to the experience.  Below are some suggested preparations.

1. Help students understand the reasons for outdoor studies and trips. Develop clear goals and specific objectives.

2. Integrate outdoor learning onto the total curriculum and integrate classroom curriculum into outdoor learning.

3. Teach students to observe carefully by using all their senses, to communicate ideas and to respect natural things and events.

4. Generate genuine enthusiasm and anticipation for field trips as worthwhile and interesting learning experiences to offset the “getting out of school” attitude.

5. Develop the journal.  Teach students how to record their experiences throughout the resident program.  The journal becomes a record of much that takes place both in and around the student.

6. Develop lessons and experiences that teach specific environmental concepts in different contexts.

7. Set up standards of conduct with the class that applies to all phases of the trip.  Consider safety and health, concerns for wildlife, attitudes towards nature in general, group behavior and respect for property.

8. Help students bring into focus concepts and facts already learned.  Build on these.  Also determine what important knowledge may be missing or in need of development.  Look ahead to future subject areas and how the resident program can support those.

9. Help students assess and learn skills needed for successful field trip learning. (For example, use of meter stick, compass, taking notes, and drawing conclusions.) Field experiences should reinforce inquiry skills used in the classroom.

10.  Familiarize students with Good Tidings facilities (use map), meal and lodging services and other aspects of the resident program.
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